DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 8, 2003

‘Excellency:

I have the honor to refer to recent discussions
bétween representativés‘of'the'Governmeht Sf the Unitgd
States of America and the'Government of Belize regarding
the sﬁrrénder of personSito thé International'cfiminal
Court.

"Reaffirming'the iﬁportancé of bringingrto‘justiée'
- those who commit genocide, crimeé against humanity and waf
crimes, -

Recalling that the Rome Statute of the International

Criminal Court done at Rome on July 17, 1998 by the United

Natidns Diplomatib Conference of Plenipotentiaries on .the

Establishment of an International Criminal Court is

Her BExcellency

Lisa M. Shoman,

Ambassadorlbf Belize.

DIPLOMATIC NOTE




intended to complement -and not supplant nationai qfiminal
jurisdiction, |
- Considering that thé Government of the Unitéd States'
of America and the Government of Belize have each expressed
their intention to invéstigate_and to prosecute where
appropriate acts within the jurisdiction'of tﬁe'
International Criminal Couft aileged,tb'have been committed
'by theirofficials,-employeés, military peréonnel 6r oﬁhér
nationals, | |
-Beéring in mind Article 98 of the Rome Statute;
I have thé honor.to propose the,foliowingragreémént:
1. For purposes of this agreemént, “U.s. persons” are
currenﬁ-or former Government officials, emplbyeeS'
(including'contractors), or military-personnel or natioﬁals
of one Party.. |
.2. U.s. perséns presentiin the territoronf Bélize
.shéll not, absent the éxpress consent of the Govefnment of
the United'States of America,
(a) Dbe surrenderéd or transferred by any.

means to the International Criminal Court

for any purpose, or




{b) be sgsurrendered or transferféd by 
any means to any other entity or
third-country,ror expelled to a

"third country, for the pﬁrpbse of
"surrendér to orrtransfer to the
Internatioﬁal Criminal Court.

3. When the Government of Belize.extraditeé,
surrenders, or otherwise trénsfers a person of the Uhi£ed'
States of Améfica‘to a third country,'the'Gb&ernment‘pf
Belize will'not agreé'to the surrender dr,transfer_bf that
person to the International Criminal Couft by ﬁhe'third
country, absent the express consent 6f the Governmen; of
the Unifed States.

4. This Agreement shall remain.in force until Qné
year aftér the 'date én which one Party notifiés_the otherr
of'its inteﬁt to terminate ﬁhé Agreemént. ‘The-proﬁisions
of this Agreement shall continue to apply With reépect'to
any act occurring,ror any allegation arising, before the
effective date of termina;ibn. |

If the propOSal set forth herein is acceptable to the
Government of Belize, this note and Your Ekcellency's

affirmative note in reply shall constitute an agreement




between our two Governments which shall enter into force on

the date of Your note.

For the Secretary of State:

Tk




Embassy of Belize

Permanent Mission of Belize to

The Organizaﬁon of Anerican Mates

December 8, 2003

Excellency:
I have the honor to refer to Your Excellency’s note of

December 8, 2003, which reads as- follows:

“Excellency: -

I have the honor to refer to recent discussions
between representatives of the Government of the United
States of America and thelG6vernment ofrBelize regardihg
the surrender of persoﬁs to the International Crimina}
Court.

Reaffirming thé importance of bringing'to justice
those who commit,genocide, crimes'against‘humanity aﬁd war

crimes,

A,
'

Recalling that the Rome Statute of the International

Criminal Court done at Rome on July 17, 1998 by the United

‘His Excellency,
Colin L. Powell,

The Secretary of State.

2535 Massachusetts Avenue, NW. . Was]u'ngton, DC 20008
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Naticns Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiéries on the
'Establishment of an International Criminal Court is
intended to cdmplement and not supplant naﬁional criminal
jurisdiction,

Coﬁsidering that the Govefnmeht of the United States.
of America and the Government of éelizé have each expressed
their intention to invéstigété and to prosecute whefe
appropriate acts within the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court alleged to have been committed
by their officials, employees, military personnel or other
nationals,

Bearing in mind Article 98 of the Rome Statute,

I have the honor to propose the fgllowing agreemenﬁ:

1. For purposes of this agreement, “U.S. persons” are
current or former Government officials, employeésA
(includiﬁg contractors), or military personnel or nationals
of one Party.

2. U.5. persons present in the territory of Belize
shall not, absent the express cénsent of the Government of

‘the United States of America,

(a) be surrendered or transferred by any




means to the International Crimihal Coﬁrt
.for any purpoée; or

{b) be'surrendered or transfefred-by
any means to any other entity or
third'countfy, or expelled to a

third country, for the purpose of

surrender tc or transfer to the
Inﬁernatibnal Criminal Court.

3. When the Goverhment of Belize extradites,
surrénders, or otherwise transfers a person of the United
Séates of America to a third country, the Government of
Belize will not agree to the sur;ender or transfer of that
person. to the Intérnationél Criminai_COUrt by the third
'céuntry,.absent the express consent of the'Government of
the.United_States of Americaf

4. Ihis Agreement shall remain in force until one
'yegr after the daté-on which one Party nét;fies the.other
of its intent té terminate the Agreemeht. ;The provisions
of this Agreement shall continue torapply.with respect to
anj act occurring, or any allegation arising, befbfe-the S

effective date of termination.




If the proposal set forth herein is écéeptéble to the
Government of Belize; this note and Your Excellenty’é
Iaffirmative:note in feply shéll constitute an égrgement'
between our fwo Governments which shall.enter into force on

the date of Your note.”

I have the.honor to inform Your Ekcellency that the

" proposed text in Your Note is'acceptablg to £he Government
of Belize, aséurihg-Your‘ﬁxcellency that Your Note ahd_this
Note shall constitute an égreement betwéen our two

Governments which shall enter into force on this date.

Lisa M~Shoman_'

Ambassador




